
SHOP ADVERTS

Holmans was an up-market family store on School St where you could have suits 
made-to-measure, and which had a wonderful Christmas display.  The building is still 
the village shop and Post Office.  They sold just about everything – in the days when 
the village had several shops ranging from harness-makers to shoe repairers. It was 
one of two grocers, the other being Thurgoods.

The Choppens lived in Gt 
Chesterford and had a 
workshop in Little London, a 
row of cottages behind Carmel 
St.
Below is a picture of the 
Choppens in their pony and 
trap outside Garden Cottage, 
Carmel St.



       

Thurgoods was on 
St John’s Cross and 
is now a private 
house.

Dale’s Brewery 
originally 
belonged to the 
Pilgrim Family.



When the brewery closed it was 
taken over by Dunlop, the 
sportswear manufacturer, then by 
Swaine, Adeney who continued to 
manufacture in the village after 
moving to a new factory near the 
station.  The brewery buildings fell 
into a state of disrepair and were 
eventually demolished to become 
part of the garden of The Close.  

   

              

The Old Elm Tree

Herbert Andrews baked bread 
here until 1952 – known as the 
‘midnight baker’ because he 
worked long hours.  Like all the 
village bakers he got his flour from 
King’s Mill down by the river. On 
Sundays he would cook joints in 
his oven for other people.



                    

        

 Charles Searle had the 
biggest bakery in the village 
on Carmel St. In 1937 it was 
taken over by Mr Bert Cole 
who still has a bakery near 

Jack Barrett’s butcher shop had 
its own abattoir round the back.
The shop itself is now a private 
house known as Cleavers 
Cottage.



Mr Peppercorn started a dairy herd 
and milk business here in 1925.  Mrs 
Peppercorn kept chickens.

Barrett’s in the 1920s

!



    

  

Perry’s was another dairy in Carmen 
St, in what is now Littlemead. The 
house had previously been Machon 
the butcher’s.

Frank Hill was the landlord 
of the Elm Tree Pub on 
Church St and also ran a coke 
and coal business.  He was 
also a carrier and ran a 
courier service to Saffron 
Walden on a Tuesday.

The Old Elm Tree



!     

         

   

Much of this information was taken from the Chesterford Local 
History & Archaeology Society Interim Report No 16 – 
Commerce in Great Chesterford 1900-1950 by Ian Deatker.  
The adverts came from a Horticultural Society
Programme for 1927.

James Barrett ran 
his newsagency 
from Mount Cottage 
on South St.

Robert Sharpe ran another coal and 
carting business


